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BURTON-CUM-WALDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  

TUESDAY, 11 JULY 2023 
 

A Parish Council meeting was held in the Village Hall, West Burton on Tuesday, 11 July 2023 
 
Present: Miss Jane Ritchie, Mr David Dent, Mr Andrew Landau, Mrs Sally Sahin, and Mrs Victoria 
Whitehead, Councillors, and Mrs Susan Ryding, Clerk 
 
Also attending: Mr Michael Bell with regard to Item 8 
 
1.  Apologies 
There were no apologies, all the members being present.   
 
2.  Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations of interest 
 
3.  Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6 June 2023, having been circulated to all 
Members, were confirmed as a true copy, and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
4.  Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported on the following matters: 

 Sanctuary Housing 

 Northern Powergrid posts 

 Council finances 
 

5.  Registration of common land 
Councillors considered a progress report from the Clerk on the registration of the three 
sections of common land owned by the Council, which detailed the problems that Mr Michael 
McGarry was having with the Land Registry.  She also reported that Mr McGarry had asked 
for a meeting, and she had been trying to contact him to arrange that. 
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk should continue to try to contact Mr McGarry to ask his advice 
about the way forward and arrange a meeting 
 
6.  Access across the Green at Low Wood and parking in the Village 
The Council considered the outcome of the site meeting at Low Wood, West Burton and the 
request of the owners for access across the Green.  Councillors also considered the parking 
situation in West Burton. 
RESOLVED:  That the following action should be taken: 

 The Council would wait to hear from the owners of Low Wood as to how they wished to 
proceed 

 The Clerk should check on whether it was permissible for sections of boundary walls to be 
removed in a conservation area 

 The Clerk should contact Mr Peter Dobbing to ask him if he was able to open his field 
temporarily during the summer, as he had in the past, to allow off road parking for visitors 

 The sign outside the school directing visitors to park in the bus bay during school holidays 
should be amended 

 That this matter should be brought back to the next meeting 
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7.  Fundraising account 
The Clerk reported that, as one of the signatories, she was now able to access the Co-operative 
Bank Fundraising account on line.  She updated the Council on the transactions from the May 
Fair and on other details.  The Chairman reported that the Fundraising Committee had requested 
that the surplus funds from the May Fair should be distributed and that the sum of £2,000.00 each 
should be given to the three organisations, namely West Burton Methodist Chapel, West Burton 
Village Hall and the Parish Council.  Councillors also discussed the disposal of the proceeds from 
the sale of the West Burton Recipe Book. These proceeds were originally intended to be donated 
to the Parish Council, after the loan from a benefactor for the publishing costs had been repaid. 
RESOLVED: That the Council were happy to receive a donation of £2,000.00 from the 
Fundraising Group.  Also that as the benefactor was happy to waive the outstanding costs of 
publication, as the Council finances were adequate, the remaining proceeds of the sale of the 
Recipe Books should be donated to the Fundraising Group for disposal as they thought fit. 
 
8.  Planning application R/54/155D for the conversion of a barn off Eshington Lane 
Councillors received representation from Mr Michael Bell who had applied for planning permission 
to convert a barn off Eshington Lane to a residence for him and his family.  The Council discussed 
their concerns regarding the application with Mr Bell, and received assurances that their concerns 
had been met. 
RESOLVED:  That the Council would support Mr Bell’s application on various grounds and that 
the Clerk should respond to the Planning Authority accordingly 
 
9.  Consultation request from the Walden Common Committee 
Councillors considered a consultation request from the Walden Common Committee regarding 
details of the application made to the Planning Inspectorate for various works proposed on 
Walden Common. 
RESOLVED:  That the Council has no objection to these works and that the Clerk should reply 
accordingly 
 
10.  Consultation request from North Yorkshire Council on subsidised local bus services 
The Council considered a consultation request from North Yorkshire Council on whether subsidise 
for local bus services should continue.  Councillors also completed a survey on a Local Transport 
Plan. 
RESOLVED:  That the Council should request that the subsidise for local bus services should 
continue 
 
11. Street light in West Burton 
Councillors received information from the owner of the Bield that the post supporting the street 
light in her garden had been condemned as rotten and that Northern Powergrid was going to 
remove the light. 
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk should contact North Yorkshire Council to ask them to organise the 
renewal of the light 
 
12.  Play area 
Councillors considered the state of the safety surface under the swings on the Village Green 
which were deemed to be wearing out and shrinking.   
RESOLVED:  That Councillor Victoria Whitehead would kindly undertake an investigation into the 
type and cost of an alternative surface 
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13.  Invoices 
Cheques for the following invoices were signed. 

 J W Alderson & Sons - £18.00 (VAT £3,00) 

 West Burton Village Hall rental - £30.00 

 Stamps, postage and stationery - £144.56 (VAT £9.90) 

 HarryAdney website - £104.40 

 Sam Turner & Sons (Coronation bench) - £538.95 (VAT £54.91) 
 
14.  Notice of meetings and reports of meeting attended 
Councillors noted the dates of future meetings and reports of meetings attended.   
 
15.  Council training 
Councillors had been informed about and discussed the laws governing Common Land and 
registered Village Green. 
 
16.  Items for the next agenda 
RESOLVED: That in addition to any matters mentioned above, the following items should be 
brought forward to the next agenda. 

 The next Parish Newsletter 

 Village maintenance 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.00 pm 
 
Date of the next meeting, Tuesday, 5 September at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall. 
 

        Chairman: Jane O Ritchie 
         
        Date: 5 September 2023 


